





HepBblﬁ OCEHHHUI XOAOA, OT KOTOPOTO IOXKEATeAa TpaBa, IPUBEA
BCEX ITHI B GOABLIYIO TPeBOry. Bce HauyaAM rOTOBUTLCS B AAAEKHH
MyTh, ¥ BCE MMEAH TAKOM CepbE3HBIH, o3abouyeHHbIH BUA. Aa, He-
A€IKO IepeAeTeTh IPOCTPAHCTBO B HECKOABKO ThICSY BEPCT... CKOAB-
KO GEAHBIX INTHI[ AOPOTOi BBIGBIOTCS M3 CHA, CKOABKO IOTHOHYT
OT pa3HbIX CAy4YalHOCTeH, —BooOWEe OBIAO O 4E€M Cepbeé3HO MOo-
AYyMarhb.

Cepbé3Hasi, G0AbLIAS NTHUA, KaK AeOeAH, I'YCH U YTKH, cobupa-
AQCh B AOPOTY C Ba’XKHbIM BHMAOM, CO3HaBasi BCIO TPYAHOCTb INPEA-
cTosiIero MOABHra; a Goaee BceX LIYMEAH, CYeTHAHCh M XAOIO-
TaAd MaAeHbKMEe NTHYKH, KaK KYAHMUYKH-TIECOYHHKH, KYAHYKH-IIAQ-
BYHYMKH, YePHO300MKH, YEPHBILIH, 3YHKH. OHH AQBHO yX cobupa-
AMCh CTallKaMM M II€PeHOCHAMCh C OAHOro Gepera Ha ApPYyrod IO
OTMEASIM ¥ BOAOTAM C TaKO# OGBICTPOTOM, TOUHO KTO OPOCHA rOpCTh
ropoxy. Y MaAeHbKHX NTHYEK Obira Takasi GoAbluasi paboTa...



AecC CTOSIA TEMHBIM H MOAYAAHMBBLIH, [IOTOMY 4YTO TA@BHLIE IIEBIbI
yAETeAH, He AOXKHAASAChH XOAOAQ.

— WM Kypa sra MeAo4yb TOpPOMUTCS! — Bopuaa crapbiil CeaeseHs,
He AOOUBIIMH cebsl GecnmoKOMTh. —B CBOE BpeMs Bce YAETHM...
He nonumalo, o 4éM TYT GeCcroKouTbCs!

— Tol BCcerpa ObIA AeHTSEM, MO3TOMY Tebe W HEeNPHATHO CMOT-
PeThk Ha Yy’KHe XAOMNOThI, — ODOBbsACHHUAA ero JKeHa, ctapas YTKa.

— 1 ObIA AeHTSeM? Thl IPOCTO HECIIPaBEAAMBA KO MHe, BOAbLIe
HHU4Yero. Moxet ObITh, 1 MoOGOABLIE BCex 3aboyych, a TOABKO He
[IOKa3blBaKw BHAQ. TOAKY OT 3TOr0 HEMHOTO, eCAH OyAy 6eraTh ¢
yTpa A0 HOYM 110 Oepery, KpuyaTh, MeLIaTh APYIMM, HAAOEAATh
BCeM.

YTKa BoOoOWe OGbiAa He COBCEM AOBOAbHA CBOMM CYIPYIOM, a
Telnepb OKOHYATEABHO pacCepAHAach.

— TblI IOCMOTPH HAa APYTHX-TO, AeHTAH! BoH HalM cocea, ry-
cu UAH Aebepd, —A060 Ha HHUX NMOCMOTDPeThb. JKHBYT Ayla B AY-
my... Hebock AeBeab HAM TYCh He GDOCHT CBOEro rHe3pa M BCerAd
BIlepeAUM BbiBOAKA. Aa, pa... A Tebe A0 AeTeH M AeAa HeT. TOAb-
KO U AyMaeulb o cebe, 4yTobbl HabutTh 300. AeHTAH, OAHHM CAO-
BOM... CMOTpeTh-TO Ha Tebs Aa’Ke NPOTHBHO!

— He Bopumn, crapyxal.. Beab s HHuero He ropopio, 4To y Tedd
TAKOH HEeNpHATHBLIH XapakTep. Y BCAKOTO eCTh CBOHM HEAOCTATKH...
5l He BHUHOBAT, YTO I'yChb —TAYyINas MNTHLE@ U MO3TOMY HAHYMUTCS CO
CBOHMM BBIBOAKOM. BooOllle MO€ IpaBHAO — HE BMEIUMBATHCA B 4y-
Kue aera. 3ayem? [1yCcTb BCAKMH JKHBET I10-CBOEMY.

Ceaezenb AOOHA Cepbe3dHbIe PACCYKACHHSA, MPHYEM OKa3bIBa-
AOCb Kak-TO Tak, 4yTo UMeHHO OH, CeAe3eHb, BCeraa Ipas, BCeTAd
YMEH M BCeraa Ayuyllle BCeX. YTKa AABHO K 3TOMY IIPHUBLIKAG, &
cedyac BOAHOBAAach I10 COBepPLIEeHHO OCOOEHHOMY CAY4Ydlo.

— Kako# Tel oTel]! — HakMHYAach OHa Ha my»a. — OT1ibl 3ab0-
TATCS O AeTAX, a Tebe — XOTh TpaBa He pacTHl..

— Tbl 310 0 Cepoit llleike roBopuilib? YTO e s MOTY MOAe-
AdTb, €CAH OHa He MOXeT AeTaThb?! fl He BMHOBAT...

Cepo#t llledkKoll OHM Ha3blBaAM CBOK) KaAeKy A0Yb, Y KOTOPOH
OLIAO MEPEAOMAEHO KPBIAO €I1lé BeCHOM, KOTAa INOAKpaAach K Bbl-
BOAKY AHca ¥ cxBaTHAa yréHka. Crapasd YTKa cMeAro OpOCHAACh
Ha Bpara ¥ oTOMAA YTEHKa; HO OAHO KPBIABIIIKO OKa3aA0Chb CAO-
MAHHBIM.

— Aake M MOAYMaTb CTPAlUHO, KaK Mbl IIOKHHEM 3AeCh Cepyio
Lllefiky OAHY, — IIOBTOpPSIAG YTKa €O cAe3aMu, — Bce yaersar, a oHa
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OCTaHeTCs OAHa-oOAHMHEIlIeHbKa. Aa, coBceM opHa... MBI yAeTHM Ha
0T, B TEMAO, a OHa, DeAHSI)KKd, 3AeCh ODyAeT MEP3HYTH... BeAb OHa
Halla A04Yb, M Kak f eé Awbalo, mow Cepyro lleinky! 3Haemms,
CTapHK, OCTAHYCh-Ka f C HeH 3MMOBaTh 3A€Ch BMECTE...

— A aApyrue aAeTH?

— Te 3p0poBbI, 060HAYTCS M Ge3 MeHs.

CeAe3eHb BCerAa CTapaAcs 3aMiaTbhb pa3roBOp, KOTAA peyb 3axo-
AHaa o Cepoit llleiike. KoHeuyHo, OH ToXXe AKODHA €€, HO 3ayeM
JKe HallpaCHO TPeBOXKUTh cebsa? Hy, ocraHeTcsi, HY, 3aMEP3HET, —
JKaAb, KOHEYHO, a BCE-TaKd HH4Yero He nojpeiaellb. HakoHel,, HYX-
HO IIOAYMarb M O APYTHX AeTsX. KeHa BeYHO BOAHYETCS, a HYX-
HO CMOTpPEThL Ha Belld cepbe3Ho. CeAe3eHb NMPO cebs KaAeA JKeHy,
HO He IOHMMAaA B [IOAHOH Mepe e€ MAaTepHHCKOro ropsi. Y>X Ayu-
ue 6bIAO Obl, ecAH Obl Toraa Auca coBceM cbera Cepyro Llen-
KY, —BeAb BCE pDAaBHO OHAa AOAJKHA INMOTHOHYTH 3MMOIO.

Crapast YTKa BBHAY OAHM3MBILIEHCS PA3AYKH OTHOCHAACh K Aode-
pH-KaAeKe C YVABOEHHOHM HEeXXHOCTbIO. DeAHs)KKa ellé He 3HaAaa,
YTO TaKoe pa3AyKa M OAMHOYECTBO, M CMoTpeAa Ha cOopbl APYTHX
B AOpPOrY C AIODONBITCTBOM HOBHYKA. [IpaBaa, e MHOrAa AeAdaAOCH
3aBHAHO, 4YTO €€ OpaThd M CECTPHI TaK BeceAo cobuparTcsa K OT-
AETY, 4TO OHHM OYAYT ONATH TAe-TO TaM, AAAEKO-AAAeKO, TAe He
BbIBaeT 3UMBbI.

— Beap BBl BecHOH BepHéTech? — crnpauinBara Cepas [llekka
Yy MaTepH.

— Aa, pa, BepHéMcs, Mos poporaf... M onate 6yaeM XXKUTh BCe
BMecCTe.

AAdg yTeuleHusa HauuHaBlIeHd 3apyMbiBaTbes Cepo# llledkn MaThb
pacckazaAa efl HeCKOABKO TaKHX JKe CAYydYaeB, KOTAA YTKH OCTaBa-
AMCEH Ha 3uMy. OHa OblAA AHYHO 3HAaKOMa C ABYMS TaKHMMH IId-
pamH.

— Kak-uubyab, MHAasi, NpoObEIIbCS, — yCIOKauBaAa crapas
YTka. — CHavaaa MOCKydYaelllb, a IOTOM IpHBbIKHellb., EcAH Obl
MOXHO ObIAO TeGs MepeHecTH Ha TENABIH KAIOY, YTO M 3HMOH He
3aMep3aeT, — COBCeM ObIAO Obl XOpOLIO. 3TO HEAAAEKO OTCHOAQ...
BripoyeM, 4YTO XK€ M TOBOPHTL-TO NOINYCTY, BCE PaBHO HaM He Ie-
peHecTH Tebs Typal

— §1 6yAYy BCE BpeMsi AyMaTh O Bac...— IoBTOpsAa Gepanas Ce-
pas Llleiika. —Bcé 6yAy AyMaTb: TAe BEl, YTO Bbl AeAdeTe, BeCeAo
AM BaM? Bcé paBHO H OyAeT, TOYHO M 1 C BaMH BMecCTe.

Crapoit YTke HYKHO GbIAO cOBpaThk BCe CHABI, UTOOBI HE BBIAATH



cBoero oryasgsHusa. OHa CTapaAach Ka3aThbCs BECEAOHM M IIAAKaAd
IOTUXOHBKY OT BCeX. AX, Kak eil GbIAO XXaAb MHAOH, GeAHEHbKOH
Cepoit llleiiku... Apyrux AeTei oHa Telepb IMOYTH He 3aMeyaAa, He
ofbpamara Ha HUX BHUMAHMS, M €M Ka3aAOCh, YTO OHa Aaxe CO-
BCEM HMX He AIOOHMT.

A Kak OBICTPO A€TEAO BpeMsl... BbIA yXXe LeAbIH psiA XOAOAHBIX
YTPEHHUKOB, @ OT MHesl NMOXeATeAH Oepe3kd U IIOKpaCHeAM OCH-
Hel. BoAa B peke INOTeMHeAa, M caMa peKa KasaAach Ooasblire,
noroMy 4To Gepera ororeAd, — Geperosasi IOPOCAb OBICTPO TepsAa
AMCTBY. XOAOAHBIM OCEHHMHM BeTep OOpbIBaA 3aChbIXaBLIHE AHUCTBHSA
¥ yHOCHA HX. He6o yacTo NMOKPBIBAAOCH TSDKEABIMH OCEHHHUMHU 06-
AQKaMH, POHSIBIIMMH MEAKHH OCEHHHH AOXAD. Boobuje xopouiero
OBIAO MaAO, M KOTOPBIM A€Hb Y)X€ HeCAHCh MHMO CTau NepeAer-
HOM NTHULBL.. [IepBBIMH TPOHYAHCh OOAOTHBIE ITHIIBI, IIOTOMY 4TO

7



BoAoTa yXe HaYMHAAM 3aMep3aTh. AOAbLIE BCEX OCTaBaAMCh BOAO-
naasatomue. Cepyto lleliky GoAblile BCEro OropyaA MepeAéT xy-
paBA€H, MOTOMY YTO OHHM TaK >KAAOOHO KYPABIKAAH, TOYHO 3BaAH
e€é c coboi. Y Heé emé B MmepBbId pas CXKaAoCh CepAlle OT Ka-
KOTO-TO TaWHOrO NPeAYYBCTBHUS, U OHAa AOATO IPOBOXKaAa rAa3zaMu
YHOCHUBLIYIOCSI B HeOe >XYpPaBAHHYIO CTalo.

«Kak HM, AOAXKHO OBITb, XOpouio», —AyMara Cepas Llleiika.

AebeAd, TYCH M YTKH TOX€ HAaYMHAAH TOTOBHTBLCS K OTAETY.
OTAeAbHbIE THE3AQ COEAMHSIAUCH B OOAbLIHE CTaH. Crapble u Obl-
BAAbI€ MTHIbI YYHAU MOAOABIX. Kakpoe yTpo 3Ta MOAOAEXb C Be-
CEABIM KPHKOM AeAaAa OOAbLIME MPOTYAKH, YTOOBI YKDPEMHUTh KpbI-
AbSl AASl AAAEKOro InepeAéTa. YMHble BOXXAKH CHayaAa obyyaau
OTA€ABHBIE IMApTHH, @ NMOTOM BCex BMecTe. CKOABKO OBIAO KpHKa,
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MOAOAOTO BeceAbs M papoctH... OpHa Cepasa lllerdka He MoOraa
NPUHUMATL YYacTHsl B 3THX NMPOTyAKax M Al00OBaAach UMM TOABKO
u3AaAd. UYTOo AeAaTh, NPUXOAHAOCHE MHPHUTBCA CO CBOeH CYALOOM.
3aTo Kak OHa IIAaBaAa, Kak HbeIpsaa!l Boapa AAs Heé cocTaBAsiAd
BCE.

— HyXHO OTHPaBASTBLCA... NOpa!—TOBOPHAHM CTApPHKH BOXa-
K. — YTO HaM 3AeCh KAAQTH!

A BpeMsi AeTeAO, ObICTPO AeTero... HacTylnMA ¥ POKOBOHM AEHb.
Besi cras cBMAack B OAHY JKHBYIO Kydy Ha peke. 3TO OBIAO paH-
HUM OCEHHHM YTPOM, KOrAd BOA@ ellé ObiAd MMOKpBITA T'YCTBIM TY-
MaHOM. YTHHBIH KOCAK cOMACH M3 TPEXCOT MTYK. CABIIHO OBIAO
TOABKO KpsiKaHbe TA@BHBIX BO)KakoB. CrTapas YTKa He cranaa BCHO
HOYb, — 3TO ObIAA MOCAEAHSAS HOYbL, KOTOPYI OHa IIPOBOAHMAA BME-
cre ¢ Cepoit LllelkoH.

— Tbl AepXHCh BOH OKOAO Toro Oepera, rae B peky cberaer
KAIOUHK, — COBEeTOBaAa OHa.— TaM BOAa He 3amep3aeT ILeAYIo
3UMY...

Cepas llleiika AepyKaaach B CTOPOHE OT KOCSKa, Kak 4yxKad...
Aa, Bce ObIAM TaK 3aHATHI OOLIMM OTAETOM, YTO Ha He€ HHKTO He
obpalllaA BHUMaHus. Y cTapoi YTKH H300AEA0Ch BCE CepAlle, TAAASL
Ha Gepnyio Cepyio Leiiky. Heckoabko pa3 oHa pemiara mnpo cebs,
YTO OCTAHeTCH, HO KaK OCTaHelllbCsl, KOTAd eCTbh ApPYTrHe AEeTH H
HYJ)KHO AeTeTh BMeCTe C KOCSIKOMY..

— Hy, Tporaii! —rpoMKo CKOMaHAOBAA CTapbl¥ BOXKAK, M CTas
MMOAHSIAACH Pas’oM BBepX.

Cepas llefika ocTarach Ha peKe OAHa M AOATO TIPOBOXKAAa
rraszaMi yAeTeBHIMH Kocsk. CHavana BCe AeTeAH OAHOH JXKHBOH
Ky4yeH, a IIOTOM BLITSSHYAMCh B NPaBUABHBIH TPEYTOAbHMK M CKpbI-
AHCh.

«Hey>xean s1 coBceM opHa? — AyMana Cepasn Illerka, 3aAuBasiCh
caesamu. — Ayulie 6b1 ObIAO, ecan Obl TOrpa Auca MeHs CbeAd...»

Peka, Ha Kortopo# ocrtarack Cepasi lllelika, BeCceAO KaTHAACh
B Tropax, MOKPBITBLIX I'yCTBIM AecOM. MeCTo ObIAO TAYXOe, W HHKa-
KOTO JXHABS KpyroMm. [1lo yTpaM BojAa y OeperoB HadyHHaAa 3aMep-
3aTh, @ AHEM TOHKMH, KakK CTEKAO, AEA TasiA.

«Heyxean Bcad peka 3amépsHer?» —Aymaaa Cepas lllewka c

YKacoM.
Cky4yHO el ObBIAO OAHOHM, U OHa BCe AyManaa Ipo CBOHX YAe-

TeBIINX OpaTheB W cectép. [Ae-To OHM ceryac? BAaromoAyyHo AH
AoAeTeAn? BcoMuHaloT AM npo Heé? BpeMeHH OBIAO AOCTATOYHO,

9









yToOBI MMOAYMaTh 000 BCEM. Y3HaAa OHa M OAMHO4YecTBO. Peka Obina
NnycTra, H >XH3Hb COXPAHAAACh TOABKO B AECY, TAe ITOCBHCTBLIBAAH
psaOUMKH, NpbiraAd OeAKH M 3ailbl. Pa3d co ckyku Cepas llleHka
zabparack B AeCc M CTpallHO Nepelyrarach, KoOraa H3-Iop KycTa
KybOapeM BeiaeTeA 3asil.

— AX, KaK Tbl MeHSl Halyraaa, raymnas!-—nporosopua 3asii,
HEMHOI'0O YCHOKOHBLIHMChL. — AyIlla B IATKH YyiuAaa.. M 3aueM ThI
TOAUEIILCA 3AeCh? BeAb BCe YTKH AABHO YAETEAH...

— $1 He mory AeTaTh: AuMca MHe KPBIABIIIKO IIepeKkycHAad, KOTAa
s ene Oblaa COBCEM MaA€HbLKOH...

— ¥x ara mHe Aucal.. Her xyxe 3Bepsa. OHa U A0 MeHS AaB-
HO AoOupaetcs... Tel Geperuch eé, ocoBeHHO KOTAa peKka IMOKpoeT-
cs AbAOM. Kak pa3 cuamnaer...

OHH ITO3HAKOMHMAHKCH. 3asdl] ObIA TAKOH e De33alUTHBLIA, KakK U
Cepas llelka, 1 cacaa CBOKW KHU3Hb IMOCTOAHHBIM OErcTBOM.

— Ecau Obl MHe KpBIABS, KaK NTHLE, TakK s Obl, Ka)KeTcs, HH-
KOro Ha cBeTe He ©osiacia!l.. Y TebBsi BOT XOTh H KpPbIABEB HeET,
TAK 3aTO Thl I[IAABAaTh yMeelllb, @ He TO BO3BMEILlbL M HBIPHEIIL B
BOAY, — FOBOPHA OH.— A s IIOCTOSIHHO APOXY CO CTpaxy.. Y Me-
HS — KPyroMm Bpard. AeToM ellé MOXKHO CIPATATbBCH KYAd-HHOYAB,
a 3MMOH BCE€ BHAHO.

CKopo BbIIaA M NepPBbIA CHEr, a peKa BCE ellé He MoAAd-
BaAdChb XOAOAY. Bcé, 4To 3amep3ano o HodaMm, BoAa pasbuBaaa.
Bopsba mna He Ha KHBOT, @ Ha CMepTh. Bcero omacHee OBIAH
sICHbIE, 3BE3AHbIE HOYH, KOTA@a BCE 3aTHXAA0 M Ha peke He OBbIAO
BOAH. Peka TOYHO 3ackiliana, ¥ XOAOA CTapaACid CKOBATh €€ ABAOM
COHHYI0. Tak H cAy4YHAOChb. bblna THXasi-THXada 3BE3AHaA HOYb.
THXo CTOSIA TEMHBIM AeC Ha Depery, TOYHO CTpa’ka M3 BEAMKAHOB.
['opbl KazaAuCh BbINIE, KAaK 3TO OBIB@aeT HOYBK. BBICOKHH Mecsl
0o0AHMBaA BCE CBOMM TpeNeTHBIM, HCKPHBIIUMCS CBeTOM. BypAHB-
1iasg AHEM ropHasli peka INpHCMHUpeAd, U K Hel THXO-THXO ITOAKpaA-
Csl XOAOA, KPEeINKO-Kpelnko OOHSA TOPAYIO, HENMOKOPHYK KpacaBH-
Iy M TOYHO MPHUKPBIA €€ 3epkKaAbHBIM CTekAaoM. Cepas llleika
OblAa B OTYAsIHMM, MNOTOMY 4YTO He 3aMEp3Ada TOALKO caMmasd cepe-
AHHa pekH, rae odpa3oBaAdch UIHMPOKas MOAbIHbS. CBODOAHOTO Me-
cTa, TAe MOXXHO OBbIAO NAaBaTh, OCTaBaAOCh He OOABIIe NSATHAa-
Atatu caxkeH. Oropuenue Cepon UlefKH AOIIAO A0 TOCAEAHEH
CTelleHH, Korpa Ha Oepery mnokaszaaack AMca, —3To Oblaa Ta ca-
Masf /AMca, KOTopas [MepeAOMHAd €M KPbIAO.

— A, crapasl 3Hakomasd, 3APaBCTBYH! — AaCKOBO TpPOroBOPHAA
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Auca, ocTaHaBAMBAasiCb Ha Oepery.— AaBHEHbKO He BHAQAHCE...
[To3apaBAsiioO € 3UMOH.

— VYXOAHM, ITOXKAAYHCTa, 1 COBCEM He XOouy € TOOOH pas3roBapu-
BaTh, — oTBeTHAA Cepas Llleika.

— 3T0 3a Mo10-TO Aacky! Xopomia >ke Tbl, Heyero ckasaThb!..
A BIpouyeM, MPO MEHsI MHOTO AHUIHEero ropopsit. CaMu HaAeAaloT
yTO-HUOYAB, @ NMOTOM Ha MEHS M CBaAsT.. [Toka —AO0 CBHUAAHbA!

Korapa Auca ybpasach, NPUKOBBIASIA 3asil] U CKa3aA:

— beperuce, Cepas llleiika: OHa ONATH IPHAET.

N Cepas lleiika To)Xe Havyara 60sATbCs, Kak OosAacsa 3asi. bea-
Hasi Aa)ke He MOraa AOOBaTbCS TBOPUBLIMMHUCS KPYIOM Heé yyae-
camu. Hacrynuaa yxke Hacrosiuas 3uMa. 3eMAss Oblaa NIOKpPBITa
BeAOCHEeXXHbBIM KOBpoM. He ocTaBaAOCh HU OAHOIO TEMHOIO IAT-
HbIIIKa. Aa)ke roable 6epésbl, OAbXH, UBbI U PSAOUHBI yOHMpPAAUCH
HHeeM, TOYHO cepebpHuCThbIM NMyXOM. A eAM CACAAAHCh ellé BaX-
Hee. OHU CTOSIAM 3acChbIllaHHbIE CHErOM, KaK OYATO HAAEAH AOPOTYIO
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rénayio my6y. Aa, YYAHO, XOpouo OBIAO KPYTOM; a teanas Ce-
pas lllefika 3HaAa TOABKO OAHO, YTO 3Ta KpacoTa He AAd Hee,
M TpelmeTaAa MPH OAHOHM MBICAH, YTO €€ IMOAbIHBA BOT-BOT 3aMep3-
HeT u ell HeKypa OyaeT AeThcs. AuMca AeHCTBUTEABHO TIPHIIAQ
yepe3 HECKOABKO AHEH, cera Ha Oepery M ONATh 3aroBOpHAA:

— CockyuymuAachk s 1o tebe, yTouka... BbIXOAH ClOAd; a He XO-
yemib, TaK 1 caMa K Tebe NMpHAY. S He crecHsa...

M Auca NPHHSIAACh MOA3TH OCTOPOXKHO IO ABAY K CamoOM MO-
AbiHbe., Y Cepoii lleiiku 3amepao ceppne. Ho Awuca He MoOria
noA0GpaThCs K CaMoO# BOAE, IIOTOMY YTO A€A ObIA elle OoueHb TO-
gok. OHa NOAOXXMAA TOAOBY Ha IepepHHe AalKH, ODAM3HYAACh
H NPOTOBOPHAA:

— Kakasi Thl TAyIas, yTO4YKa... Bbiae3all Ha A€p! A Brpouewm,
AO CBHA@HBbs! Sl TOPONAIOCH 10 CBOHM AEAaM...

AMca Hayaaa NPHXOAMTBH KajKAbIH AeHb —IIPOBEAATb, He 3aCThbl-
Ad AM TIOABIHBS. HacTynusilMe MOPO3bl AeAaAH CBOE Aeno. OT DOAB-
I0#1 MMOABIHBH OCTABAAOCh BCEr0 OAHO OKHO B Ca’<eHb BEAMYHHOH.
Aéa ObIA Kpemkuii, ¥ Auca capHAaack Ha camoMm Kpar. bepaHas
Cepas lllefika co CTpaxy HbIpsAa B BOAY, @ Auca CHAGAA M 3A0
[MOACMEHBaAaCh Hap HeH:

— Huuero, HbIpsii, a 9 Tebs Bcé paBHO CbheM... Beixopnm Ayd-
e cama. .

3asn BUAeA ¢ Oepera, 4TO IpOAeAbIBaAa AHca, ¥ BO3MYILAACH
BCEM 3afg4bMM CepAlleM:

_ AxX, Kakasi GeccoBecTHas sTa Auca.. Kakas HecyacTHas 5Ta
Cepas Lleiika! Crect eé Auca...

Mo Bceit BepoaTHOCTH, AMca u cbeaa Ol Cepylo Llle#iky, KOrAQ
MOABIHBS 3aMép3Aa Obl COBCEM, HO CAYHYHAOCH HHAHeE. 3asi BCE
BUAEA CBOMMH COOCTBEHHBIMH KOCBIMHM IAd3aMH.

AeAo 6bIAO yTPOM. 3asil] BBICKOYHA H3 CBOETO AOTOBHILIA ITO-
KOPMHMTBLCSI M TOMIpaTb C APYTHMH sainaMu. Mopo3 ObIA 3A0pPO-
BLIi, ¥ 3ailllbl 'PEAHCH, [TOKOAGYHBAs AANKY O A4IKY. XoTd ¥ XO-
AOAHO, a BCE-TaKH BeCeAo.

— Bparubl, 6eperuTech! — KPHKHYA KTO-TO.

AefCTBUTEABHO, ONIACHOCTh ObIA@ HA HOCY. Ha onyiuke Aeca CTO-
siA cropbAeHHBIH CTapH4YOK OXOTHEK, KOTOPBLIH MOAKpPAACHd Ha ABbI-
JKaX COBEpIIeHHO HECABIIIHO U BBICMAaTPHBAA, KOTOPOTO 6bl 3aMla
3aCTPEAHTh.

«Jx, Térnaas crapyxe myba 6ypeT», —coobpaXan OH, BhIOUpas
caMOT0O KpPYIIHOTIO 3aHlia.
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OH aAaKe MNPHIEAMACS M3 PYXKbs, HO 3aHllbl €r0 3aMeTHAH H
KHHYAHCh B AeC KaK CyMacllleAllHe.

— AX, AyKaBLbl! — pacCepAHACS CTapH4oK. — BOT y»Ko s Bac...
Toro He MOHUMAIOT, TAYIIbIE, YTO HEAb3Sl cTapyxe Ge3 wmy6bl. He
MEp3HYTE e eH... A Bbl AKHHTHYA He oOmMaHeTe, CKOABKO HH
feraute. AKHHTHY-TO MOXHTPeH OyAeT... A cTapyxa AKHHTHYY BOH
KaK HakasblBaAa: «Tbl CMOTpH, cTapuk, 6e3 wybsl He npuxopu!»
A BBl CHTaTh...

CTrapHyYOK NMYCTHACH pa3biCKHBATh 3alLIEB 110 CAEAAM, HO 3aMIlbI
pPacchIaAuCh MO AeCy, Kak ropoX. CTapH4oK MOPSAKOM H3MYYHACH,
oOpyraa AyKaBbIX 3ailieB M NIpHCeA Ha Oepery pekH OTAOXHYTh.

— OX, crapyxa, cTapyxa, y6e>kaara Hauma iwyba!-—aAymar oH
BCAYX. — Hy, BOT OTAOXHY M NOHWAY HMCKATh APYTYIO...

CHAMT CTapM4yoOK, TOpPIOeT, a TYT, I'ASIAb— AHcCa Mo peke IMOoA-
3ET, — TaK H IOA3ET, TOYHO KOIIKA.

— Te-re, BoT Tak wWTyKa! — oBpapoBancs crapu4ok. — K crapy-
XHHOH-TO WyOe BOPOTHHK CaM TOA3ET.. BHAHO, NMUTHL 3axoreaa,
d TO, MOXeT, H pPbIOKH B3AyMaAa IOAOBMTE.

AHca A€HCTBHTEABHO NMOAINOA3Aa K CAMOH IMOABLIHBE, B KOTOPOH
naasana Cepas lllelika, H yAeraach Ha AbAY.

CTapMKOBCKHE TAd3a BHAEAH IIAOXO M M3-3a AMCEl He 3aMeuya-
AM YyTKM. «Hapo Tak e€ 3acTpeAuTsh, 4YTOOBI BOPOTHHMKA HE HCIOP-
THTB, — COODpa’>kaA CTapHk, MPHLEAHBAsCh B AHCY. — A TO BOT Kak
crapyXa OyAeT OpaHHUTBCH, €CAM BOPDOTHHK-TO B ABIPDBAX OKaXeT-
cs... Toxke cBOsI CHOpOBKa Bespe HapoOHa, a 6e3 CHacTH H KAONA
He yOBELIbL»,

CTapu4yoK AOATO IMpPHIEAHMBAACS, BbIOMpas MecTo B OvAvIIeM
BopoTHuKe. Hakonel rpsiHYA BbicTpeA. CKBO3b ABIM OT BbICTPeAa
OXOTHHK BHMAEA, KaK YTO-TO METHYAOCh HAa AbAY,—H CO BCeX HOT
KHHYACA K I[IOABIHBE;, IIO AO0pOre OH ABa pPda3d YIilda, 4 KOTA4Q
AO0Dekan A0 IIOABIHBH, TO TOABKO pPasBEéA pPYKAMH, — BOPDOTHHKE
KaK He ﬁb[BaAD, d B IIOABIHbE IIAdBdAd OAH4 IepellyIdaHH4#H Ce-
pas llle#ka.

— Bor Tak wmTykKa!—axHyA CTAapHYOK, Pa3sBOAS DPYKaAMH. —
B mepeblil pa3 BHXKY, Kak AMca B YTKY oOpaTuaack. Hy, B xu-
TED 3Bepb.

— Aeayiika, Auca y6esxxara, — o0bsicHuAa Cepas lllenka.

— Y¥Y6exanra? Bor tebe, cTapyxa, 1 BOPOTHHK K wybde... HTo xe
4 Tenepb OyAy AeaaTh, a? Hy u rpex Beimiea... A Tbl, TAynas,
3a4YeM TYT NAaBaelllb?
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— A s, AeAYlIKa, He MOTAa yAeTeTb BMeCTe C APYTHMH. Y Me-
HSI OAHO KPBIABIIIKO MONOPYEHO...

— AX, raynas, raynas! Aa Bepb 3aMép3Hellb TYT HMAM Auca
Tebs cpecT! Aa...

CTapuyoK NMOAYMaA-TIOAYMaA, IIOKA4YaA FOAOBOH M PEIIHA:

— A MBI BOT 4TO C TODOH caeraeM: st TeGs BHYYKAM YHeCY.
BoTr-To 0b6papyloTCcs... A BECHOH ThlI CTapyXxe siIMYeK HaHeCEIb Aa
YTATOK BhIBeAelllb. Tak s roBopio? BoT To-TO, raynas...

Crapuyok A06bIA Cepyio [lIefiKy U3 MOABIHBH, IIOAOXKHA 3a Ma3y-
Xy. «A crapyxe s HMYero He CKaxy,— coobpa’kaa OH, HAIpas-
AssiCb AoMou. —IlycTe e€ myba ¢ BOPOTHHKOM BMeCTe elé Mory-
AsieT B Aecy. [AaBHOe: BHYYKH BOT KaK OOGpaAyIOTCH...»

3aHlbl BCE 3TO BUAEAM M BeCEAO CMesAHCh. Huuero, crapyxa
¥ 6e3 mybbl Ha Meyke He 3aMEpP3HeT.
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