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HA-6bl1 Kpokoawua.
Het, ner, 310 6bin CoBCeM He TOT H3BeCTHbIIL Kpokoaua,
KoTopbiit no Hesckomy xoaua! —
Bedb TOT KPOKOAHJ, KaK Tbl, KOHEUHO, 3HAElIb, KU 1a Obla,
a 3TOT NPOCTO XHJI-6bl1. 310 Goabluas pasuunal
K tomy e, 310t Kpokoana xoaua mano (on vaute naasad),
He KYPHJ HHKaKHX Nanupoc (M npasHILHO Je€1a], 3TO OYeHb
BPEAHO!) H rOBOPHA TONILKO NO-KPOKOAHILCKH.
CroBom, 3T0 6bia caMbiii HacToAWHT KPOKOAKA, H K ua OH
B camoi HacToswed Adpuke, B 60abwoii peke, H, Kak no-
faraetcs Hactosuemy Kpokoauay, Beé y vero 6ui10 cTpaiutoe:
CTPAlHLIA  XBOCT MW CTPallHas roJ0Ba, CTPAawWHAsi NacTh
W OUEHb CTPAIIHDBIE 3YBbl' (Toabko aanku Yy Hero



6bl.1H KopoTeHbkHe, Ho Kpokoaua cuutan, uto onn CTPAILIHO
KOPOTeHbKHE.)

A camoe cTpamnoe: ol Hukoraa He 4yHctHa csoux OHEHD
CTPAUIHDbIX 3¥YBOB: uu nepea eaok, Hu nocse eawn (an-
netut v Hero Toxe Obin CTPAUIHDbIA!), uu yTpom, nepea
3aBTPAKOM, HH BEYEpPOM, YMbIBAACh Nepea CHOM... (YMbIBaTbCs
OH, YTO Npasjla, TO Npasia, HHKOraa He 3abbiBaj, HO, KOraa
KHBEILIL B pPeKke, 3TO He Takas y»X 6osbluas 3acayra, BepHo?)

MU HeyauBHTEAbHO, UTO B OAHH NPEKPACHHIH AeHb (Tak
YK rOBOpPHTCHA, XoTA ansa Kpokoauaa, nosepb, 3TOT AeHb
BOBCe He Obl NpeKkpacHbiM!), HeyAHBHTENbHO, YTO B OJIHH
npekpacuuiii aedb y Kpokoauaa 3aGoaenu 3yGol.

Ha ewé kak! CTPAUIHO!

3a6o:ea-to, npasay CKasaTb, TOAbKO 0AHH 3y6, HO Kpo-
KOAHAY Ka3a’aocb, uTo 60aAT Bce 3y6wm cpasy. [lotomy uto
B 3y6e H KO0J0J0, H HbLIO, H CJ0BHO OGypasom CBep.HAO,
H BA06GABOK cTpe.so!

Kpokoana npsaMo-Taku He Haxoauwa cebe mecrta!

Ol KWaaacs B BOAY W HBIPSJI HAa camoe [HO, HANeACh,
YTO OT 3TON MPOXJNaaHoi BOAbLI €My CTaHeT noJjerye, H CHa-



yaJa eMy Kak OyATO CTaHOBHJIOCD Jierue, Ho NOTOM 3y6G HauKHal
HBITH BABOE CHJAbHee!

On kak OGeweHbli BbLICKAKHBaJ Ha OGeper, Ha ropsiumi
NecoK, B Hajexjae, 4YTO eMy MOMOXeT Tenao, H B NEepByiO
MHHYTY eMy Kak OyATO nomora.o, Ho notom!...

OH cTOHaN, OH KPAXTeA, OH XHbIKaJ (HEKOTOpbie CYHTAIOT,
YTO BCE 3TO MOMOraeT), HO €My TOJbLKO [1e/1aJ10Ch BCE XYxKe,
XyXe H xyxe!

XyXe Bcero Obl/10 TO, Y4TO HeKoMy Obl10 ero noxa-
Jetb: Beab oH 6ua CTPALUIHBIA KPOKOIMJI, u xapaktep
y Hero Toxe 6uin CTPALUHDbIA, u on mHorux oOuaen ua
CBOEM BeKY H HHKOTr1a, HHKOMY, HH MPH KakKHX OGCTOSITE.b-
cTBax He cKasaa Hu oaHoro JOBPOTO CJ/IOBA.

3BepH H NTHUL, NpasBaa, c6exaJHCb CO BCeX CTOPOH,
HO OHH CTOSiIH MOOAANb H TOJAbBKO YAHBJASJHCL, TSN,
yto BuTBOpAeT Kpokoaua. A yausaaTbes GbI0 ueMy, NOTOMY
yto Kpokoaua Bepresncs, M MeTajJCA, H CTYKaJCs ToOJOBOH
0 NpHOpeXKHbBle CKaJbl, H a)xe Npo6oBa NnonpuiraTh Ha OJHOMH
HoXKe. Ho BCE 3TO eMy HH KaneibKH He noMoraJo!

M BnoGaBok nanku y Hero OblIM TaKHe KOPOTEHbLKHE, uTO
OH HHK3K He MOr Ja)e [MOKOBLIPATbL B 3yb6ax (XoTsa ecau
6bl ¥ Mor, 3T0 6b eMy MaJo nomor.o!).




M nakoneu Geanwit Kpoko-
AMJI B OTUHAAHHM  pPacTaNny.acs
10 6oabHM-npeboabunm 6a-
HaHOM (M0l MaJeHbKHM OH Obl
HE TIOMECTH.JICH) W 3apesea
B r0J0C.

— Oi#i-oi-0i! — naakaa ou
O6acom.— Beauble Mou 3yGKH!
Oit-oit-oit! bBeauwii a Kpoko-
aua!

Botr noaunsaoc, seceane!

3BepH M NTHIL XOXOTa. 1M
H NpBIraJan OT PajloCTH: O1HH
KpHuaau: «Tak Te6Ge W Halo0!»,
apyrue: «Ara, nonaacs!»

MapToiinkn aaxe mBbLIpaIHn
B HEro KaMellKaMH H NeCcKoM,
a 0COGEHHO BECeIHIHCH NTHILLI:
BE1b Y HHX-TO He Obl10 HHKAKHX
3v6oB!

Tyt Kpokoauay ctago Tak
60.1bHO H OOHAHO, 4TO H3 €ro
r’1a3  HOKATHAHCHL  CA¢3b  —
CTPAHIHO oGoabiiue caésm!

— Tasaute Kpokoanaoswl
C1¢3bl!  —  KPHKHY. NECTPLIN
[Tonvrait v pacxoxoraacs nep-
BbiM.

3a HHM 3aCMEIHCh Te, KTO
3HAJ, YTO O3HAY AT 3TH CJ0BA,
a TaM H BCC OCTAJbHBIC, H BCKO-
pe NOAHAICA TAKOH VM H XO-
XOT, NMTO MAaJeHbKaa MNTHYKa
Tapu — xopoumenbkaa Ge-
JeHbKAA MNTHUKA, POCTOM UYTh
noMelblle NUraanibl, — npHae-
Tes1a NOCMOTPeTb, B HEM [1€.10.

A y3uas, B uém 1e.10, oua
OUCHbL PACCEPAHIAC.




— Kak Bam He cTbigHO! —
KPHKHYJ1a OHa CBOHM 3BOHKHM
rOJIOCKOM.

MU Bce cpa3sy 3amonuans,
H CTajo CABIILHO, KaK CTOHeT
Kpokoaua:

— Oii-oii-o#t! bBeanvie Mou
3y6ku! Oii-oii-oit! Kak 6oabuo!

— A nouemy 3TO HaM 104-
XHO ObiThb CTBIAHO? — CNpO-
CHJa Kakan-to Maprblwka.

— CTbIAHO CMEATbCA Hal
GeanbiMm Kpokoauaom! — otse-
THAa nTuyka Tapu. — Beas
y Hero 6oast 3y6u! EMy 60.b-
Ho!

— MoXHO noaymaTthb, Tbl
3Haellb, uTo Takoe 3yOn! —
¢bipkHyna MapTbilika v cKop-
YHJIA POXKY.

— 3aTo A XOpouwo 3Halw,
YTO 3HAYHT «00JAbHO»! — CKa-
3ana ntHuka Tapu.— U 3namw,
4yTO ecaH Tebe 60.bHO, a HaAa
TOOOH cMeloTcAa — Tebe BABOE
6oabHee! Bo Buaute — Kpo-
KOAHA naaver!

KpokoannoBbiMH cae3a-
MH!— nosTopua [lonyraii u 3a-
cmesiacs. Ho HHKTO ero e noj-
aepxKad.

— [Ilonyrait Tht! — ¢ npe-
3peHHeM CKa3saja NTHYKa Ta-
pu.— 3y6bI-TO Y HEro no-Ha-
crosiemy GoasT, BepHo? 3Ha-
YWT, H caé3bl HacTosuiHe! Ca-
Mble HAcCTOsfIlllHE TOpPbKHE CJaé-
3.

— Ewé Obl He HacToOA-









wue! — ckazan Kpokoaun
CTpawHbiM 6acoM H BAPYr fne-
pectan naakate.— Oit! — npo-
A0AXKaA OH C H3YMJEHHeM.—
MHe Ka)eTcs... YyTO MHe, Ka-
xetcs, crtano Jaerye... Hetr! Oi-
ofi-o! MHe 3TO TOABKO Ka-
xKertca!

H on 3anaakaa ewé rpomue.

— Bcé paBHO MHe ero He
XKalnko, — 3assBuaa Map-
Thilika. — OH caM BHHOBAT.
[TouemMy OH HHKOraa He YHCTHT
3y6u1? bpaa Gbl ¢ Hac npumep!

M ona TyT Xe npuhaaach
YHCTHTb 3YyObl wWeplaBoH Be-
TOYKOH JepeBa MbCBAKH — 3TO
oHa cobe3bsiHHHYAJA Yy JI0JeH.

— Jla Beab 51 Ke,— Npo-
cronan Kpokoaua,— s ke He
3HaJ, YTO HX HAaM0 YHCTHTb!..

— A ecau Obl Tl 3HaJ, Tbl
Obl YHCTHA? — CNPOCHJIA NTHY-
ka Tapm.

— Ecan 6w 30aa? Koneu-
Ho, HET! — npoxubikan Kpo-
Koaua.— Kak si MOry YHCTHTH
3yO6bl, Koraa y MeHs Takue
CTPAUIHO kopoTtenbKue aan-
KH?

— Hy, a ecan 6bl Tbl MoT,
Thl 6Gbl YHCTHA? — HacTaWBaja
nTHuka Tapw.

— Ewmé O6m! — cKasaa
Kpokoaun. — Beab s yHCTO-
naoTHbiH KpoKoaua W KaXabi#
AeHb YMbIBAKCb. XOTA 3TO He
Takas yx O0ojabluas 3acayra.
Ihs TOro, KTO »XHUBET B peu-




Ke,— CKPOMHO npu6GaBua oM.

U 1yt ntuuka Tapu, ma-
JeHbKada, 06en1as ¢ YepHbIM
NTHYKA, POCTOM YYTb [OMEHb-
we roay6a W uyth noGoJblie
NHradHILbl, Ce1a1a TAKYIo ViAH-
BHTCLHYIO Belllb, YTO BCe ax-
nyaw. Ona cmeno nopserena
npaMo K ctpatunoi nactu Kpo-
KOAHAA, K CaMoOMy ero Hocy,
H CKOMaH1oBana:

— OTkpo#t port!

Kpokoaua nocayuno ot-
KPbl/l NMacTbh, H BCe CHOBA ax-
HYJH H OTCTYNHJIH HA war (He
Menbliue!), noToMy uTO HacThb
y Kpokoauaa 6bl1a (Tbl He 3a-
O6nia?) CTPAIIHAS, a B neit
topuaan OYEHbL CTPALUI-
HbIE 3¥bbl.

Ho Bce axuyaum ropa3siao
rpoMuye (a MHOrHe jaaxe 3a-
AKMYPHIHCB!), KoOraa nTHYKa
Tapn BCKOuYHNEZ NPAMEXOHDBKO
B KPOKOAHJIbLIO NacTb!

—- CMoTpH He B3ayMmail 3a-
KPbiTb POT, @ TO Y Hac HHYEro
He noJayuyuTcs! — CcKasaga ona,
u Kpoxkoawn, pasuuys nactb
elé wupe, OTBETH.A:

— 0O-3-0! — uT0 A0AXKHO
O6bi10 03HayaTb: <«KoHeuHo!»
(Monpo6Gy# cam cKa3aTb «Ko-
HEYHO» € OTKPLITHIM  PTOM,
TOJIbKO HH B KOEM cCJayyae He
3aKpbiBai ero, a To H y Te0
HHYEro He MOJVYHTCA...)

— Kako#h yxac! — KpHk-
HyJa nTHyka TapH cnycTta noJ-



MHHYTBI. — TlpocTo cTpaubo, 4yTo TYT TBOPHTCA! 3TO He NacTs,
a Kakoe-to... — llTHuyKa 3anHynach,, oHa XoTea cKazaTh «60-
J10TO», HO noGosinack o6HaeTL Kpokoawaa.— Yero Tyt ToAbKO
HeT! — npoaoaxaaa ouna.— [daxe nuasku! W uépuoe, w
3e/1€Hble, H ¢ KpacHbIMH noaockamu! Jla, camoe spems Obiio
NOYHCTHTL Tebe 3vObi!

Kpokoaua, ycaninas npo NUSBOK, TOJALKO THXeJ 0 B310X-
Hya.

Hy, nuuero, Huuero,— npoaoaxana nTHuka Tapu,—
CceHYac Mbl BCC NPHBEILEM B NOPAAOK!

M nTHuka npuusaacs 3a eno.

Hy Bot u on — 60abHOi 3y6! — BCKOpe KpPHKHYJa
oHa Beceno.— Ceftyac Mbl ero sBbaepHem! Pa3s... 1aBa...
tpu! lNoToso!

Kpokoaua oiiknya.

ITuuka Toxe.

— Oit! — ckaszana owa. — Oi#i, a 101 HHM-TO OKa-
3blBaeTcs, HOBbIH pacTéT. Kak wuTepecHo!

— ¥ wHac Tak Bcerla OniBaet! — noxsaauaca Kpoxo-




AWA (KCTAaTH, 3TO CYIlas Mnpasla), HO TAaK Kak OH HH Ha
CeKyH1y He 3albiBa.l, YTO 1ACTb 3aKPbIBATb HEIb3HA, TO M0O-
JAVUHIOCH ¥ HEro TObKO: «¥-a-a-3-a-pi-a-3!»

M uHe BCe NOHSAH, 4TO OH XOTCA CKa3aTh.

Uepes nsith MHHYT BCé ObLIO FOTOBO.

3sepr H nTHUbBL OblAH 10 KPAaKHOCTH H3YMJIEHb, VBH-
AeB, 4TO NTH4KA TapH BbINOPXHYIA M3 KPOKOAWJIbEH NACTH
IeJIOH H HCBPCAHMON, W Ka3aaoch, CHILHEC YVHBHTLCH OHM
HC MOIVIH, HO BCE-TAKH MM NPHIIOCH VAHBHTLCA culeé 6oawblie,
NOTOMY UTO NepBbe C¢a0Ba, KoTopbie npousnéc Kpokoan.a,
3aKpbIB HAKOHEIl NacTb, OBIIH TaKHe:

Boabuioe-Goabuioe cnacwbo TebGe, 100pas nTHuka'
Mue ropasio, ropasio, ropasio aerue!

M TyT BCe 3BepH H NTHUBI CaMH Pa3HHVIH PTbl, CJIOBHO
XoTeaH, utoObl NTHYKA TapH Toxe nouncTHaa WM 3v6ul. Ho
3TO, KOHCYHO, He Tak (TeMm 60J¢C UTO ¥ NTHIL, KAaK Tbl 3HaCllb,
HET HHKakuX 3y6om'). [IpocTo oOHM YAMBHIHCL 10 CaMmo#,
camoit nocaeanei kpainocth notomy, uto HACTOSIIIWA
CTPAILIHbLIA KPOKO/JAWJT BIIEPBbLIE B J)XW3HHU
CKA3AJ/T HACTOSAUIEE JIOBPOE CJ/TOBO!




— Kakue nycTskH,  CKPOMHO cKa3saaa nthuka Tapu.—
He cTtout 6.aaroaapHocti, Tesm 60J¢C, UTO NHABKH Obli1K
nepswiit copt! Ocobenno 3TH, B Kpachyio noaocouky. Ecaw
xouellb, s Oyay KaxIbii leHb TeGe YHCTHTL 3yObi!

- Emé 6b He xouy!..— cka3zaa Kpoxoana.

— JloroBopuauck! — cKazaaa nTHuka Tapu, H MapThIUIKH
BAPYI 3aXJ0Majdd B J1310IWH, BCC APYLHC 3BEPH 3anpbira.iu
H 3aTONaJH KONbITAMH, & NTHILK 3aNean CBOH caMble Becéabie
NeCHH, CaAMH He 3HAH NOUEMY...

M BOoT ¢ 3TOro-To CaMoro AaHa nTuuky Tapu Ha3LIBAWT
Ma-Tapu-KapH, uTo Ha KPOKOAH.1beM si3blke o3nauaer: «Ma-
JeHbKasi NTHYKA, KOTopas jAenacT 6oabliive ao0pble lena...»

U ecan T noeacin B APPHKY, Thl CMOKEIIL CBOHMH
raasaMu veuiets, Kak Ma-Tapu-Kapu unctut 3y6u Kpo-
KOAKAY M npeavinpexiaet ero o6 ONacHOCTH (Belb HHOrIa
H Kpokoauay rposut onachHocts!..)

HekoTopbie, npaBaa, 308yT eé 3a 3T0 KpoKOAHIOBLIM
Cropoxesm, a To u Kpokoauabeit 3yGounctkoit, no Ma-Tapu-
Kapn e ofu)KaeTcs: OHa TrOBOPHT, 4TO € Tex Mop, Kak
ONH MOAPYXHAHCL, Xapaktep v Kpokoamia crtaa vie He
takoii CTPAUIHDBIA.

Y1o XK, 3TO BNOJHE BO3IMOKHO.
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